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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr. McCormack (3pecial
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)* suggested that the Director of Central Intellui-
gence take under advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United Statos is
desirable for intelligenice purposes and how the coverége should
be obﬁained. This matter falls logically under the provisions
of paragraph 4 b, N,I.A, Directive No. 2. The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which will govern this surve;.

2, The survey will include an examination of all facilit:rcs
for covering the Foreilgn Language Press in the United Statcs
in order to aetermine:

a. The extent of coverage by exlsting facilities;

b. The adequacy of the existing coverage;

Cc. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
coverage;

d. The availability of trained, competent personnel;

e. The suitability of the present material produccd
by existing facilities;

f. The suiltability of present dissemination of material

processed by existing facilities,
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3: The survey will include, finclly, an examination of the
questibn as. to whether the desired end will be served belter
1 the effort be distributed, or If it be centralized; and il
centralized, what agency of the Govermnment should be charged

with 1t,

4, The Central Planning Staff, C,I.d.,, will conduct the sur-
vey., It wlll be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to =2ppesr and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Each member of the Intelligence Advisory Board will
designate a répresentative to arrange deteils with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.,I.G, a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey.‘ The designation of appropriazte contact
persounel in other Federal agencies will be arranged for as

necessary.

6. The Centfal Plenning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions, and recommendations to the Director of Central
Intelligence, He will then submit appropriate recormendations
to the National 1ntelligence Authority, after concurrence onr

commentkby the Intelligence Advisory Board.

RESTRICTED ‘ -2 -
CIG. Dimmswﬁase 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7



Approved For Release 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7

ENCLBSURE

DEPARLMENT OF SUATE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECY: Intelligence from Foreilgn Language Press in the
United. States,

1. There are more than 1,000 forelgn language newspapers
and magazines in the United States, They serve a large minority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign pérentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some longuage other than English as their
nother tongue,

2. The foreign language napers in this country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and domestic intelligence,
They receive information from correspondents abroad ard by m&il
from individuals abroad, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country, They frequently carry information not
avalleble in the English langucge press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and political
movements in foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor- -
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especlally the atti-
tudés of opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and their principal medium of expression in the United
States,

. 4, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United Stotes
oo hove to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-

! lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States can

f influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems. Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,

a8 witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanian, Slovakizn,
‘Rumanisn, Hungarian, Croatilen and Serb newvspapers in this
country, .

5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country, ‘

6. Just prior to and during the war various government

i : agencies concerned themselves with the foreign language press,
! The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-

! tions from primarily the security standpoint. The counter-
P intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
: {,M' same line. But the only attempt at comprehensive coverage
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(not, however, including Asiatic language papers) was the work
0" the Foreign Watilonalities Bronch of 0383, which began in 1941,
In addition to reading and reporting upon the European forcign
languoge papers of LTuropean and Near Eost nationality groups

in this country, it also maintained contact with foreign
individuals in the United States and with the leaders of foreign
natlonality groups and movements here, :

7. The annual budget of the Foreign Nationalities Branch,
vwhich wos located in New York City, ran from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was paid to the Overseas
News Agencz for a reading and translating service. By the
fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nationalities Branch passed
into the Interim Research and Intelligence Service in the State
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent 1ts time writing reports based upon those recadings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities,

8, Shortly after the Interim Research and Intélligénce
Service was set up, the Foreign Nationalities Branch had to
be liquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern-
ment, as well as some private individuals, have either written
or come to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language
;press be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Department
of State has been studying the problem recently, from the angle
of the 0ffice of International and Cultural Affalrs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries. The
Army and Navy have an interest in this meiter from the stand-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Depart-
‘ment are interested in it as a source of foreign intelligence, -

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of
the National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recommending:

a. What coverage of the foreign language press in the
" Unifed States it 1s desirable to maintain for intelligence
© purposes? ‘ ,

b. By what meéns can such coverage best be obtained?
and o o , -
¢. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
‘more than one agency ocan participate, how should the work

be divided between them?

¢ B

- 'Alfred McCormack .. = ...
Special Assistant - .

- to the. Secretary.
cc: General Vandenberg R T
Admiral Inglis h RN LR
General McDonald R o .
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

25X1A C.I.G. DIRECTIVE! |

. SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memoranduﬁ by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of .20 February 1946, Mr. McCormack (Special
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)* suggested that the Director of Central Intelli~
gence take unden advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United Statcs is
dcsirable for intelligeace purposes and how the coverage should
be obtained, This matter falls logically under thé provisions
of paragraph L b, N.,I.A, Directive No. 2. The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which Will,govern this survey.

2, The survey will include an‘examiﬁation of all facilitrcs
for covering the Foreign Language Press. in the Unlted Statcs
in order to determine:

a. The extent of coverage by exlsting facllitles;
b. The adequacy of the existing coverage;
c. The extent of duplication of effort in the currcnt
coverage;
d. The availability of trained, competent personnel;
c. The sultability of the present material produccd
by exiéting facilities; |
f. The sultability of present dissemination of material

procegssed by existing facllities.

‘ * Seo
| 25X1A Se Epclosure
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3, The survey will include, finally, an examlnation of the
questién as to whether the desired end will be served betler
1f the effort be distributed, or 1f it pe centralized; and il
centralized, what agency of the Government should be chevped

with 1t.

4, The Central Planning Staff, C,I.G., will conduct the sur-

- vey., It will be authorized to call for personnel indlcated in

paragraph 5, below, to appelr and give such oral or written

reports as may. be required for purposes of this survey.

5, Bach member of the Intelligence Advisory Board will
designate a representative to arranpe deteils with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
¢.I.G. a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey. The designation of approprizte contact
personnel in other Federal agencies will be arranged f'or as

necessary.

6. The Centfal Planning Staff will submit 1ts findingé,
conclusions, and recomnmendations to the Director of Cehtral
Intelligence. He will then submit appropriate récommendutions
to the National Intelligence'Authority, after concurrence oOr

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board.

2
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ENCLOSURE

DEPARYMENL OF STALE
WASHINGYON

Februsry 20, Lluis

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECY: Intelligence from Foreilgn Language Press in the
United States,

1. There are more thaon 1,000 forelgn langucge newspaners
and magazines 1n the United States, They serve a large mlnority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some longuszge other than English as their
mother tongue,

2, The foreign language papers in this country are an im-
portant source of' both foreign and dumestic intelligence.
They receive information from correspondents abroad and by miil
from individuals abrood, and from foreign personalities who
coeme to thils country, They frequently carry information not
avallable in the English laonguage press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities end political
movements in foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough sttention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especiclly the atti-
tudes of opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and thelr principal medium of expression in the United
States.,

4. Attitudes of foreign langusge groups in the United Stotes
hove to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
latlons, in that powerful minorities in the United States can
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems, Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,
as witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-3Soviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanisn, Sloviokizn,
Rumanien, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb newspapers in this
country, ' .

5. In the conduct of our information nrogram for foreign
countriles, it is important to know the issues that are being,

debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this

country.

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
agencies concerned themseclves with the foreign language press,
The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primerily the security standpoint. The counter-:
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line. But the snly attempt ot comprehensive coverage

- CIG Directive -3 - Enclosure
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(not, however, including Asiatic lengusge papers) was the work
of' the Foreign Watlonalities Bronch of 083, which bepen in 1941,
In cddition to reading 2nd reporting upon the EBuropesn forcign
language papers of Buropean and Near HEesbt nationnllty grouns

in this country, 1t zlso mointoined contact with foreign
individuals in the United States and with the leaders of forcign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of thc Foreilgn Nationmlities Brancli,
vhich was loceted in New York City, ren from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month wns paid £o the Oversen:s
News Agencg for a reoding and translating service, By the
£all of 1945, when the Foreign Nationalitics Broanch passced
into the Interim Research and Intelligence Service in the 3tote
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Bronch spent its time writing reports based upon those readings
and keeplng in touch with foreilgn language personalities.

£, Shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Forelgn Nationalitles Branch h2d to
be liquideted for lack of funds.

9, A number of people in varilous Departments of the Govern-
ment, @s well as Some private individuals, have eilther written
or com¢ to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign lonpgulge
vress be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Denartment
of State has been studying the problem recently, from the ungle
of the Office of International and Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave brosdcasting to foreign countries, The
Lrmy and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stond-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Derart-
ment are interested in it s a source of foreign intellipgence,

10, It is believed that the motter. descrves the attention of
the Netional Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recommending:

a. What coverage of the foreign langucge press in the
United States it is desirable to maintain for intellijence
puUrposes?

b. By what means can such coverage best bc obtaincd?
and

¢. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Special Assistant
to the 3ccretary

ce: General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

CIG Directive ) -4 - Enclosure
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28 March 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Amory Bradford, State
Capt. Eric Waldman, G-2
Capt. A. C. J. Sabalot, ONI
Lt. Col. George D. Garrett, Jr., A-2

SUBJECT ¢ Survey of Coverage of the Foreign
Language Press in the United States
25X1A
ENCLOSURE C.I.G. Directive[ | RESTRICTED

1. The Central Planning Staff, C.I.G., has been charged with
the conduct of the survey directed in the enclosure.

2. Addressees of this memorandum have been designated by their
regpective chiefs of departmental intelligence to assist the Central
Planning Staff as set forth in paragraph 5 of the enclosure.

3. A representative of the Central Planning Staff will shortly
establish contact with addressees in this connection.

JAMES S. LAY, JR.
Secretary, N.I.A,

Informetion copies:
Mr, McCormack
Gen. Vandenberg
Adm. Inglis
Gen. McDonald
Acting Chief, CPS

RESTRICTED
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20 March 1946

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

C,I.G. DIRECTIVE | |

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr. McCormack (Special
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
1'ntel].:Lgence)$e suggested that the Director of Central Intelli-
gence take under advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United Statcs is
degirable for intelligence purposes and how the coverage should
be obtained., This matter falls logically under the provisions
of paragraph ¥ b, N,I.A, Directive No. 2. The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which will govern this survey.

2, The survey will include an examination of all facilitics
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the United States
in order to determine:

a. The extent of coverage by exlsting facilities;
ﬁ. The adequacy of the existing coverage;

£. The extent of duplication of effort in the current

coverage;

4. The availability of trained, competent personnel;

. The suitability of the present material produced
by existing facllities;

f. The sultablility of present dissemination of material

processed by existing facilities.

* See Enclosure
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3. The survey will ilnclude, finally, an examination of the
questibn a8 to whether the desired o¢nd will be served better
Lf the effort be distributed, or if it be centralized; and il
centrallzed, what agency of the Government should be charged

with 1t,

4. The Central Planning Staff, C.I.G., will conduct the sur-
vey. It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to appesr and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Each member of the Intelligencc Advisory Board will
designate a representatilve to arrange detoils with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I.G. a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey. The designation of appropriate contact
personnel in other Federal agencies will be arranged for as

necessary,

6. The Centfal Planning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions, and recommendations. to the Director of Central
Intelligence, He will then submit appropriate recommendations
to the National Intelligence Authority, after concurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board.

' RESTRICTED -2 - :
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ENCLGOGSURE

DEPARLUMENT OF SUAV3
WASHINGL'ON

February 20, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECYT: Intellligence from Foreign Language Press 1n the
United States,

1, There are more than 1,000 foreign language newspapers
and magazines in the United States, They serve a large minority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some longuage other than English as their
mother tongue,

2, The foreign language papers in this country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and domestic intelligence,
They receive information from correspondents abroad and by msil
from individuals abroud, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country. They frequently carry information not
availeble in the English language press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and political
movements in foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especiclly the atti-
tudes of opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and their principal medium of expression in the United
States, :

% L, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
! have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States can
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in deallng with foreign problems, Foreign issues
are* sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,

as witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanian, Slovakian,
Rumanisn, Hungarian, Croatian and Serbd newspapers in this
country. .

5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
¢ country,

i 6. Just prior to and during the war various government

i : agencles concerned themselves with the foreign language press,
: The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-

: tions from primarily the security standpoint. The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line., But the only attempt at comprehensive coverage
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(not, however, lncluding Asiatic language papers) was the work
oi' the Forelgn Natlonallities Bronch of 053, which begen in 1941,
In addition to reading 2nd reporting upon the European forcign
longuage papers of Furopean and Near Rast nationallty groups

in thils country, it slso mointained contact with foreign
individuals in the United States and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of the Forelgn Nationalities Rranch,
which was located in New York City, ran from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was poid to the Overseds
News Agencg for a reading and translating service. By the
fall of 1945, when the Forelgn Nationalities Branch passed
into the Interim Research and Intelligente Service in the State
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent its time writing reports based upon those readings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities.

5. Shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Forelgn Nationalities Branch had to
be ligquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern-
nent, as well as some private individuals, have either written
Or come¢ to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language
plress be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Devwartment
of State has been studying the problem recently, from the ungle
of the Office of International and Cultural LAffairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries. The
Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stand-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Denart-
ment are interested in it os a source of foreign intelligence,

10. It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of,
the National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recommending:

a. What coverage of the foreign language press in the
United States it is desirable to maintain for intelligence
purposes?

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

¢. What agency. or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Special Assistant
to the Seccretary

cc: General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

?'»STATINTL cIG biréctiveD , -4 - ~ Enclosure
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28 Monch 19 vl

Llnoelnt iy
CENTRAL. IVTECLIGEAMCE GROUP

25X1A C.I.G, DIRECYIVE

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF 1HE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN YHE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
¥nanimous Foncurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Boanrd

/

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr, McCormack (Special

Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligencef*éuggested»that the Director of Central Intelli-
gence take under advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United States is
desirable for intelligence purposes and how the coverage should
be obtained. This matter falls logically under the provisions
of Paragraph 4-2, N.I,A. Directive No, 2, The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which will govern this survey,

2, The survey will include an examination of all facilities
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the United States
in order to determine:

a. The extent of coverage by existing facilities;

. The adequacy of thé existing cwoverage;

o

; 25X1A ¢. The extent of duplication of effort in *“he current
: coverage;
; d. The availability of trained, competent personncl;
¢ e. The suitability of the present material produced
by existing facilities;
. £, The suiltability of present dissemination of material

processed by existing facilities,
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3. The survey will include, finally, an examination of the
questibn 48 to whether the desired end will be served better
1f" the effort be distributed, or if it be centralized; and if
centralized, what agency of the Government should be charged

with 1t.

4, The Central Planning Staff, C.I.¢.,, will conduct the sur-
vey. It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to appear and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Bach member of the Intelligence Advisory Board will
designate a representative to arrange details with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
G.I.G, a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey, The designation of appropriste contact
personnei in other Federal agencies will be arranged for as

necessary.

6, The Central Planning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions, and recommendations to the Difector of Central
Intelligence. 'He will then submit appropriate recommendations
to the National Intelligence Authority, after conCurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board.

RESTRICTED  25X1A

IR Y %M For RJIease 2002/11/20°; %-‘Ropm-oonsmomooos Lraaaa e T
o e i i b TERIE I PO PRTET RANTRIT it n




|STATINTL

CIG DArsatise

Approved For Release 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81—00728R0001'00060010-7

AGHE s poce. foba )
e -

ENCLOSURE w"'.'

DEPARTMENT OF SLATE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1luy46

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Foreign Language Press in the
United States,

1, There are more than 1,000 forelgn language newspapers
and magazines 1n the United States, They serve a large minority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
Dersons reported some language other than English as their
mother tongue.

2, The foreign language papers in thils country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and dumestic intelligence,
They receilve information from correspondents abroad and by mcil
from individuals abrosd, and from foreign perscnalities who
come to this country. They frequently carry information not
avalleble in the English language press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and political
movements in foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources -of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign languagé papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especiclly the atti-
tudes of .opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and their principal medium of expression in the United
States,

4, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States can
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems, Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent. agitation in this country,
as witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanlan, Slovakien,:
Rumanien, Hungarilan, Croatian and Serb newspapers in this
country, v

5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countriles, it is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country,

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
agenclies concerned themselves with the foreign language press,
The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primarily the security standpoint., The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line., But the >nly attempt at comprehensive coverage
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(not, however, including Asiatic language papers) was the work
o’ the Forelgn Nationallties Branch of 085, which began in 1941,
In addition to reading 2nd reporting upon the European forecign
languuge papers of Buropean and Near Eost nationality groups

in this country, i1t also mointained contact with foreign
individuals in the United States and with the leaders of forelgn
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of the Foreign Nationalities Branch,
which was located in New York City, ran from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was paid to the Oversecs
News Agency for a reading and translating service. By the
fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nationalities Branch passed
into the Interim Research and Intelligence Service in the State
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent 1ts time writing reports based upon those rcadings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities.

B, Shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Foreign Nationalities Branch hzd to
be liquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern--
ment, as well as some private Individuals, have either written
or come¢ to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign languoge
vress be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Department
of State has been studying the problem recently, from the angle
of the 0ffice of International and Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to Lorelgn countries., The
Lrmy and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stand-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Denart-
ment are interested in it as a source of foreign intelligence,

10, It is believed that the motter deserves the attention of
the National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recomnending:

a. What coverage of the foreign language press in the
United States it is desirable to maintain for intelligence
purposes? ‘

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

c. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Specilal Assistant
to the 3ccretary

¢Cc: General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

v Appro lease 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7
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28 February 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McCORMACK

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Forelgn Language
Press in the United States.

Your memorandum of 20 February, above asubject,
has been received and referrad to the Central Planning
Staff for necessary action. I sgree with you that C.I.G.
should tuke the matter under advisement. A survey of the
subject will be initiated in the near future.

'

SIDNEY W. SOUERS
Director

o
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP
'OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
WASHINGTON, D. C.

27 February 19L6

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY, N.I.A.

SUBJICT: TIntelligence from Foreign Language Press in the United States

1., The Planning Staff has retained a copy of inclosed memorandun for
file. The problem presented is not urgent. The Planning Staff will
initiate a survey as soon ¢ *“he Information Branch is sufficlently

organized to undertake it.

6:2. Recomnend a memorandum oi acknowledgmenu be prepared for Admiral
Souer's signature, reading substlantially as follows:

"Your memorandum of 20 February, above subject, has been re-
ceived and referred to the Central Planning Staff for necessary
I agree with you that C.T.G. should take the matter

action.
A survey of the subject will be initiated in

under advisement,
the near future.!

STATINTL

Captai:k/ SN
Acting Chief, Cenfral Planning Staff

Enclosure:

Memo from Mr. McCormack,
State Dept., to Admiral
Sours -~ Subject: Intelli~

gence from Foreign Language

Press in the United States
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WASHINGTON 25,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

iy Lo February 20, 1946
o e L ’ ILLEGIB

" MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Foreign Language Press in the
United Statese

g l. There are more than 1,000 foreign language newspapers and
! megazines in the United States. They serve a large minority of the
‘ population, since according to the 1940 census there were then

11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some 23,000,000 of foreign
parentage in this country, and 22,000,000 persons reported s me
; language other than English as their mother tongue.

2+ The foreign language papers in this country are an important
source of both foreign and domestic intelligence. They receive
information from correspondents abroad and by mail from individuals
abroad, and from foreign versonalities who come to this country..
They frequently carry inf'ormation not available in the English
langnage presse. They are particularly a source of infomrmation about
personalities and political movements in foreign countries in ad-
vance of the time when such policies and movements attract enough
attention to get into the English language press or into other
j usual sources of information. ’

3. The foreign language papers reflect politicel attitudes and
controversies in foreign countries, especially the attitudes of opposi-
tion groups, who sometimes have their principal base and their
principal medium of expression in the United States.

e Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign relations, in
that powerful minorities in the United States can influence public
opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the government in dealing
with foreign problems. Foreign issues are sometimes matters of
violent agitation in this country, as witness the steady stream of
pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet propaganda that is carried on by Polish N
Lithuanian, Slovakian, Rumanian, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb news—
papers in this country,
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5« In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being debated
in the corresponding foreign language press in this country.

6ée Just prior to and during the war various government agencies
concerned themselves with the foreign language presses The Department
of Justice had a unit which read the publications from primarily the
security standpoint. The counter-intelligence units of the Armed
Forces did something along the same linea But the only attempt at
comprehensive coverage (not, however, including Asiatic language papers)
was the work of the Foreign Nationalities Branch of 0SS, which began
in 1941, In addition to reading and reporting upon the European foreign
language papers of Buropean and Near East nationality groups in this
country, it also maintained comtact with foreign individuals in the
United States and with the leaders of foreign natlonality groups and
movements here.

7« The ennusl budget of the Foreign Nationalities Branch, which
was located in New York City, ram  from $250,000 to $300,000, of which
$1,000 per month was paid to the Overseas News Agency for a reading
and translating service. By the fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nation-
alities Branch passed into the Interim llgesearch and Imtelligence Service
in the State Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign
language papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent its time writing reports based upon those readings and
keeping in touch with foreign langudge personalities.

8¢ S8hortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence Service
was set up, the Foreign Nationalities Branch had to be liquidated for

lack of funds.

9+ A number of people in various Departments of the Government,
as well as some private individuals, have either written or come to
see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language press be resumeds
The Coordinating Committee of the Department of State has been studying
the problem recently, from the angle of the Office of International and
Cultural Affairs, which conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign
countriess The Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the
standpoint of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Department
are interested in it as a source of foreign intelligence.

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of the
National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore suggested that
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the Director of Central Intélligence take the matter under advisement
with a view to recommendings

a. What coverage of the foreign language press in
the United States it is desirable to maintain for intelli-
gence purposes?

be By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

ce What agency or agencies can best do the job, and,
if more than one agency can participate, how whould the

work be divided between them?

Alfred McCormack
Special Assistant
to the Secrestary

cc: (General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

*
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RESTRICTED
20 March 1946

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

C.I1,G. DIRECTIVE

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr. McCormeck (Special
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)* suggested that the Director of Central Intelli-
gence take under advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Forelgn Language Press in the United States is
dosirable for intelligence purposes and how the coverage should
be obtalned., This matter falls logidally under the provisions

ol paragraph 4 b, N,I.A, Directive No, 2. The following para-

.
g

graphs outline the provisilons which will govern this survey.

2. The survey will include an examination of all facilitics
for covering the Forelgn Language Press in the Unlted Statcs
In order to determines

2. The extent of coverage by existing facilities;

lo*

. The adequacy of the existing coverage;

lo

. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
coverage;

;g. The availability of trained, competent peréonnel;

€. The suitability of the present material produccd
by existing facilities;

L. The suitabllity of present dissemination of material

processed by existing facilities.,

/

* See Enclosure

.CIG Directive
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RESTRICIED

3. The survey will include, finally, an examination of the
question as to whether the desired end will be served better
i the effort be‘distributed, or 1f it be centralized; and if
centralized, what agency of the Government should be charged

with 1t,

4. The Central Planning Staff, C.I.G,, will conduct the sur-
vey, It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to nppecr and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey.

5. Each member of the Intelligencc Advisory Board will
designate a representatlve to arrange details with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I1.G, a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey, The designation of appropriste contact
personnel in other Federal agencies will be sarranged for as

necessary,

6. The Central Planning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions, and recommendations to the Director of Central
Intelligence. He will then submit appropriate recommendationé
to the National Intelligence Authority, after concurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board,

. .ASTRICTED -2 -
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ENCLGESURE

DEPARLMENT OF SLALTE
WASHINGTON

Pebruary 20, 1946
MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS
SUBJECL: Intelligence from Forelgn Longuage Press in the

United States,

1, There are more than 1,000 foreign language newspapers

~and magazines in the Unilted States They serve a large minority

of the populat’- . since ccordinb to the 1940 census there

were then 11,500,.° persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some longuage other than English as thelr
mother tongue.

2, The foreign language papers in this country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and domestic intelligence.
They receive informetion from correspondents abroad and by mail
from individuals abroand, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country., They frequently carry information not
available in the English language press. They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and political
movements 1in foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especially the atti-
tudes of opposition groups, who sometimes have thelr principal
base and theilr principal medium of expr9551on in the United
States,

L, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States cean
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems. Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,
a8 witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-3oviet
propaganda that 1s carried on by Polilsh, Lithuanian, Slovakien,
Rumanion, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb newspapers in this
country. .

5. In the conduct of our information progrem for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the correSponding foreign language press in this
country.

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
agencies concerned themselves with the foreign language press,
The Depertment of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primerily the security standpoint, The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the

same line, But the o>nly attempt at comprehensive coverage
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(not, however, including Asilatic language papers) was the work
oi" the Foreign Wationalities Bronch of 083, which began in 1941,
In addition to reading ond reporting upon the European forcign
language papers of Furopean and Near Eest nationality Erouns

in this country, it clso mointained contact with foreign
individuals in the United States and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of the Foreign Nationalities Branch,
which was located in New York City, ren from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was peid to the Overseas
News Agency for a reading and translating service, By the
fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nationalities Branch passed
into the Interim Research and Intelligence Service in the State

| Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
' . papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent 1ts time writing reports based upon those readings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities.

8. Shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Foreign Nationalities Branch hod to
be ligquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern-
ment, as well as some private individuals, have either written
or come to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language
nress be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Denartment
of State has been studying the problem recently, from the angle
of the 0ffice of International end Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries, The
Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stond-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Denait-
ment are intereosted in it as a source of foreign intelligence,

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of
the National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recomniending:

a. What coverage of the foreign language press in the
United States it is desirable to maintain for intelligence
purposes?

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

¢. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Speclal Assistant
to the Secretary

¢c: General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

'STATINTL ~ CIG Directive[::] -4 - Enclosure
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